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sueh founder's life. But a personal mission
extending over years, devolving on to, and
carried on by unbroken apostolic succession,
till as an organized institution it was accepted
for centuries as the paramount religious guide
in the culture of India, is a stubborn thing
to argue away. The acceptance of it as,
in the main, historically true may show a less
extravagant recourse to forced interpretations,
and assumptions of improbable happenings,
than the denial of it as such.

Be that as it may, about the existence of a
tradition of culture, religious, philosophical,
ethical, handed down by that apostolic
succession till this day in Southern Asia
with remarkable purity and consistency,
there can be no reasonable question whatever.
Here too, it is true, a few sceptical minds have
suggested that the documents attesting this
unbroken tradition of events alleged to have
happened in North-Kast India were not
originally compiled soon after, and there, ox
they claim to have been, but were composed
much later, in the earliest home of their
creed's adoption, to wit, in Ceylon. They are
therefore only the pious romancing of religious
writers in the Buddhist monasteries of that
island, working on a basis of stored-up runes
and legends.

It is true that the Pali Canon was not
committed to writing till long after it had
existed as an unwritten compilation, and till
nearly two hundred years after Buddhism